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teachers who otherwise would have no opportunity
of expressing their desires. It is necessary, however,
to face the perfectly clear facts that some find the
making of a syllabus for their individual schools
and classes too great a task, others do not desire it,
while a certain number for other reasons decline.

In such a survey and investigation as is being
undertaken in this and later chapters, where con-
structive criticism rather than adulation is the chief
aim, there may be given to the average reader not
in close contact with the work, the impression that
the religious teaching as a whole in the schools has
hitherto been bad or of little value. To avoid such
an impression let it be said before proceeding further
that the pointing out of undoubted weaknesses does
not mean that our religious education has been all
bad in the past. Far from that being the case it
has in innumerable instances been highly successful.
As is well known, all depends in this respect upon the
devotion, knowledge, and skill of those who teach ;
and it is true that among those who labour in our
elementary schools are numbered many inspired by the
highest sense of duty and many of the saints. The
value of the lives and teaching of these men and women
and of the infection of a love of righteous living they
have been the means of conveying to their scholars
and so to the life of the nation cannot be estimated.
It is certainly not the object of these pages to attempt
to gauge it, nor yet to give the impression that it
does not exist. Let us, having said this, return to
our subject.

The justification of a syllabus is its value as a help
to reveal God to those taught and to draw them to